COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 30th March 2004 there were present: -


Councillors
A M Lacey (Mayor)




Mrs J A Marrott (Deputy Mayor)




Mrs C Allaway-Martin




D J Atherley




Mrs J Baynham




C T Elsmore




C P Kay




C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin




N W Penny




J A Shaw




M T Weston


District Councillor Mrs Ann Smallwood

APOLOGIES were received from Councillor R D Phelps, District Councillor M Meredith-Edwards, District Councillor Professor A Bensted, County Councillor P Chamberlain and P C Rob Dix, Gloucestershire Constabulary.

The Mayor, Councillor A M Lacey welcomed all present and introduced Mr Liam Williams, Primary Care and Locality Commissioning Development Manager – North Forest of Dean, West Gloucestershire NHS.

The Primary Care Trust’s vision was to develop health and social care services closer to where people can best use them, understanding the specific needs of local people and involve local people in decision making both in the types of service and where they are delivered.  This will be aided by valuing, investing and involving staff and working through and further developing existing relationships, partnerships and services to jointly achieve the aims.  

Liam Williams advised that West Gloucestershire Primary Care Trust’s aim was to develop services and new ways of working through local ‘Patch Teams’ within the Primary Care Trust boundary.  Each Patch Team would consist of a manager, front line clinicians and members of the public who would make up 20% of the team.

It is planned to develop services through the completion of one document which would evaluate all the needs of a person and would feed into a ‘joined up’ procedure of health and social care.

The new GP contract from 1st April would bring new opportunities.  Its essence was quality of service not quantity.

The Primary Care Trust was commencing a pilot study to identify financial and work flows, to give a clear view of what is spent where and in what ways.  

The Trust’s Estates Strategy would require difficult decisions to be made.

Liam Williams referred to current vacancies in both Coleford GP practices and hoped that the opportunities gained by the new GP contracts would help alleviate the situation.

The Trust was a 2 star trust with a good achievement record.

Members questions to Mr Williams included the closed lists in Coleford, the use of new technology, maternity services, dentistry and making of complaints.

Mr Williams advised that the Primary Care Trust has a statutory obligation to allocate a doctor to patients and that there was a national shortage of doctors.  Coleford’s situation has been supported by locum cover.

New technology was fully included in the new GP contract.  Some practices were already ‘paper-light’ and the new contract had quality indicator points included to show the practice is following the guidance.  New imaging equipment at the Dilke Hospital transmits x-rays electronically to Gloucestershire Royal Hospital.  ECG’s will be electronically transmitted and eventually results will be received by Health Centres and Practices by this manner.

The area has a home confinement service which is held as a model of high regard and any mother can elect to have a home delivery if the circumstances are suitable.  There are no plans for an in patient service.

Provision of NHS dentistry is a national problem but two positive steps are being taken: a new NHS contract is being negotiated and the area has been identified as a priority need area.  There is also an opportunity to invest in a NHS dentist in Cinderford.

Mr Williams stated that all complaints should be addressed to the Complaints Manager for the Primary Care Trust in Highnam.   The complaints procedure was very thorough.

A short discussion was held on whether dialogue should take place between developers, the District Council planning department and the Primary Care Trust as to whether the necessary health infrastructure was in place to support housing development.

Mr Williams advised that his office was re-locating to Coleford where he would be well placed to continue developing working relationships with all groups and the ‘patch’ team.

The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey thanked Mr Williams for his time.

The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey advised the meeting that District Councillor Mr M Meredith-Edwards had complained that comments he had made at the February meeting had not been minuted.

Members agreed that comments by District and County Councillors were by invitation of the Council and not necessarily for inclusion in the minutes.

The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey reminded members of the importance of ensuring that whenever they speak to the press they are speaking on their own behalf unless the town Council has given prior approval for them to speak on behalf of the Council.

The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey left the meeting at 8pm.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott Chaired the remainder of the meeting.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on 24th February 2004, proposed Councillor J Shaw seconded Councillor D Atherley and the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 15th March 2004, proposed Councillor D Atherley seconded Councillor C Elsmore having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor N Penny declared an interest in minute no. 310.

Councillor C Lusty declared an interest in minute no. 316. 

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

278(a)
District Councillor Mrs A Smallwood advised members that she fully understood their reasons for their decision not to allow the Forest of Dean Credit Union to regularly use the Council Chamber during the day.  The Credit Union was working with other organisations to look to share premises and exploring other ways to continue using the shop premises.

Referring to minute no. 248 of the meeting held on 24th February thanks were expressed to Councillor N Penny for his work on the Events leaflet.

278(b)
MILE END CEMETERY – UPDATE

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin referred to the meeting held on 23rd March 2004 with representatives from West Dean, Cinderford, Ruspidge, Lydbrook and Coleford Councils and officers from the District Council.

The present funding arrangement for the cemeteries appears to be an informal one and each parish is recharged by the District Council according to the number of burials from that parish.

Interment costs in Mile End and Yew Tree Brake cemeteries are significantly less than elsewhere in the county as the cost is subsidised by parish payments whilst those families choosing cremation do not have subsidised charges.  All representatives felt this was unfair and the District Council officers were requested to recommend to their members that charges increase over a period until the cemeteries become self-financing using ½ yearly increases in cost if necessary.

Mr Amir Razvi agreed to work on costings to identify a range of costs to achieve this.

A further request was made that parishioners from West Dean and Coleford should only pay single fees for interment at Mile End cemetery.

Currently 30% of Coleford’s parish precept is solely for cemetery costs and it was felt that this should not continue to be a burden on the electorate.

All representatives stated they would only be able to pay the amount already precepted as these amounts had been based on figures given by the District Council.

Since the meeting the clerk had been informed that District Council staff were working on figures to produce a series of scenarios re costings and comparisons across the area and a further meeting should be expected towards the end of April.  

279.
OFFICE IT UPGRADES

Information relating to various hardware and software items had been received from one supplier.  Forest of Dean District Council have been approached with regard to providing hardware and software plus support to the Town Council.  Due to District Council staff being unavailable this would be followed up in April.

The current local supplier had been requested to visit the office to discuss a new system but had not yet confirmed arrangements.

280.
TOWN COUNCIL NEWSLETTER

The working party consisting of Councillors Mrs C Allaway-Martin, Mrs J Baynham and N Penny had produced a first draft on A3 2-fold newsletter.  The group recommended that 5000 copies be printed, for circulation in late June and delivered by local guides.  Production costs were £847.

Councillor P Kay proposed acceptance of this recommendation which was seconded by Councillor J Shaw.

281.
TOWN CENTRE WEB-SITE

Councillor N Penny advised that he had spoken with designers.  The proposed web-site would cost a maximum of £650 to set up.  The annual cost of monthly updates, registration of names and management of the site would be £150.  The site could be operational in approximately 2 months.

The proposal was unanimously accepted. 

282.
COMMEMORATIONS OF 60th ANNIVERSARY OF D DAY LANDINGS

The Town Council had been approached by the British Legion regarding a parade and service to commemorate the 60th Anniversary of the Landings.  A service is proposed to be held at the Parish Church of St John the Evangelist followed by tea at the Community Centre.  There would be some financial implications for the Council.

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin proposed that the Council support the Commemoration, this was seconded by Councillor N Penny.

283.
NEWLAND STREET PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

The working party had met with both the Managing Director of Forest of Dean District Council, Mr Tim Perrin and Technical Services Manager, Mr Amir Razvi to discuss refurbishment of the conveniences.  The groups proposals that the Town Council be involved in all processes, the management of the conveniences, plans for refurbishment and ensuring that they are kept to the new standard by working together with staff and members of the District Council was well received.

Regular meetings will be held where the Town Council representatives will have the opportunity of influencing developments and ensuring that the Town receives good value for its contributions.

Following discussions members unanimously agreed to accept the proposals from the District Council for their five year programme of refurbishing conveniences in the area and to pay the contribution of £4250 for 2003/04.  Increase in costs over the next 5 years will be limited to this base figure plus inflation.  Newland Street conveniences would be refurbished during 2004/05.

284.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 9th March having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF12658/AP/1 (P0377/04/APP)
Approval of Reserved Matters for 
No objections regarding 

Land at



the erection of a dwelling, with
vehicular access.

53 High Nash


attached private car garage.

Coleford



Construction of new vehicular 





access.

DF12886 (P0337/04/FUL)
Construction of new vehicular
No objections.*

14 Buchanan Close

access.

Coleford

*Councillor M Weston expressed concerns regarding the number of entrances in close proximity to each other on this busy road.

DF12887 (PO367/04/FUL)
Alterations and extension to
No objections.

69 North Road


dwelling.

Broadwell

Coleford

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

The Town Police Clauses Act 1847, Section 21

Street Closure Request – Coleford Carnival of Transport

Easter Monday, 12th April 2004 – 07.00am – 6.00pm

DF3807/4/M (PO356/04/FUL)
Erection of a new warehouse 
No objections.

Plot 3



building.  Alterations to 

Tufthorn Industrial Estate

to vehicular access.

Stepbridge Road

Tufthorn Industrial Estate

Gloucestershire County Council

Consultation on Planning Application

Towns & Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended)

Applicant:
Tarmac Ltd

Agent:

Tarmac Western Ltd, FAO Mr C Hume, PO Box 1, Kington, Herefordshire. HR5 3LQ

Application No:
3849/PATS(Temporary reference)/SEP/rb

Proposal:
Erection of an aggregates wash plant.

Location:
Stowfield Quarry, Scowles Pitch, Coleford.  GL168NR

Recommendations: To enable an in depth examination of the plan it was agreed to defer discussion and hold a special meeting on 5th April 2004.

DF7515/D (PO426/04/FUL)
Siting of a prefabricated 

No objections.


Health Centre


storage unit.

Railway Drive

Coleford

DF11182/A (PO420/04/FUL)
Alterations and extensions

No objections.


25 Worcester Walk

to dwelling, including loft

Broadwell


conversion.

Coleford

DF12901 (PO446/04/FUL)
Alterations and extension

No objections.



The Cottage


to dwelling.

Old Road

Coalway

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Appeal Ref: APP/P1615/A/03/1133879

The Bungalow, Lower Lane, Berry Hill, Coleford, Glos. GL16 7QN

Summary of Decision: The appeal is dismissed

DF4689/E/ADV (PO450/04/ADV)


Police Station


Erection of non-illuminated
No objections.

1 Lords Hill


double sided pole sign and

Coleford



an internally traditional





police lantern

DF8813/B (PO454/04/FUL)
Alterations and extension

No objections.

12A Main Road


to dwelling

Mile End

Coleford

DF12867 (PO242/04/FUL)
Alterations and erection of a
No objections.

Rose Cottage


first floor extension to 

32 Edenwall Road

to existing dwelling

Milkwall

DF5852/B (PO467/04/FUL)
Alterations to existing 

No objections.

Land at Berry Hill Farm

agricultural accesses

The Gorse

Coleford

DF11934/A (PO480/04/FUL)
Erection of a garage

Coleford Town Council wishes to

Briar Bank


building with studio

draw the Planners attention to 

Whitecliff


above



possible drainage problems and to  

Coleford







the caravan which was temporarily









sited during building works and 









should no longer be required.

DF12910 (P0489/04/FUL)
Erection of a detached

Objection due to standing sewage

64 Gloucester Road

dwelling



problems in the town.

Coleford

DF3807/4/M (PO356/04/FUL)
Erection of a new warehouse
No objections.

Plot 3



building.  Alterations to

Tufthorn Industrial Estate

vehicular access.  Erection

Stepbridge Road


of an additional canopy

Coleford



cover

Councillor P Kay left the meeting at 9.05pm.  

Councillor D Atherley proposed extension of the meeting to 9.30pm

285.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL ENVIRONMENT – CONSULTATION EXERCISE – IMPROVING ACCESS TO THE COUNTRYSIDE


Questionnaire to be completed.

286.
WYE VALLEY AONB – PARISH PLANS


Wye Valley AONB are willing to give advise and support work re landscape protection in preparing Parish Plans.

287.
AVON, GLOUCESTERSHIRE & WILTSHIRE NHS – BOOKLET – A NEW FOCUS – YOUR NHS


Members noted the booklet is held on file.

288.
DELTA COMPUTER SERVICES – REGISTER OF INTERRED PERSONS SOFTWARE & DEMONSTRATION DISK


Members noted that this demonstration disk was held on file.

289.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – ARCHAEOLOGY SERVICE – HERITAGE FUND PROJECT – QUESTIONNAIRE


Questionnaire to be returned.

290.
CPRE – 2004 BLEDISLOE CUP BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION


This information is being kept on file, Town Council is not eligible to enter the competition.

291.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP – DRAFT COMMUNITY STRATEGY PRIORITIES QUESTIONNAIRE


Questionnaire to be returned.

292.
ODPM – STANDARDS BOARD – CONSULTATION PAPERS – LOCAL INVESTIGATIONS & DETERMINATION OF MISCONDUCT ALLEGATIONS


Members noted receipt of these papers which are held on file.

293.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – DIVISIONAL SURVEYOR – 2004/5 WORK PROGRAMME


Members noted the receipt of this work programme for the area.

294.
LYDNEY DIAL-A-RIDE & COMMUNITY TRANSPORT – CHANGES TO INCLUDE NEW CLIENT GROUP


Members noted changes to the client group able to use the service and that a leaflet is held in the office.  Members of Dial-a-Ride are available to speak at a future meeting of the Council.

295.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – COMPREHENSIVE PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT DRAFT


Questionnaire to be returned on the District Council’s self assessment of its services.

 296.
AUDIT COMMISSION – COMPREHENSIVE PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT RE FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL


Questionnaire to be returned to the Audit Commission.

297.
LYDNEY TOWN COUNCIL – TRAINING COURSE – ‘APPEALS’ PANELS


Members agreed that Deputy Mayor Councillor J Marrott and Councillor J Shaw would attend.

298.
DEFRA – DTI – PARTNERSHIP IN ROLLING OUT BROADBAND


Members noted that this letter is held on file.

299.
COPY LETTER FROM DIANA ORGAN MP TO MINISTER OF STATE, DEFRA – RE TOWN & PARISH COUNCILLORS ALLOWANCES


Members noted receipt of this letter.

300.
COPY LETTER FROM ODPM TO DIANA ORGAN MP RE TOWN & PARISH COUNCILLORS ALLOWANCES


Members noted receipt of this letter.

301.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – SPORT & PHYSICAL ACTIVITY DRAFT STRATEGY 2004-09


Draft Strategy to be held on file.

302.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE TRAINING PARTNERSHIP – NEWSLETTER AND COURSES


Members noted contents of this newsletter.

303.
EMAIL FROM HILLESLEY AND TRESHAM PARISH RE CAMPAIGN FOR FAIR FUNDING FOR GLOUCESTERSHIRE SCHOOLS


Members instructed the clerk to write to the MP Mrs Diana Organ in support of the fight for fair funding for Gloucestershire schools and to copy the letter to Hillesley and Tresham Parish Council.

304.
EMAIL FROM GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL RE STROLLING IN GLOUCESTERSHIRE WALKING FESTIVAL 


Members instructed leaflets of the Coleford Walks to be sent to the County Council for inclusion in the festival.

305.
DR C WOODHOUSE – RE DOG FOULING


Dr Woodhouse had written complaining of dog fouling in Greenfield Road.

The clerk informed members that the District Council had been approached for advise and had advised that BT have instructed all No Dog Fouling signs be removed from their poles as they are a Health and Safety issue to BT.  BT have high financial penalties for any notices that BT have to remove.  A prosecution for dog fouling is only possible if a specific dog is identified.  

The clerk was instructed to reply to Dr Woodhouse and advise that the District Council Dog Warden would be visiting the area regularly early in the morning and late in the evening.

Councillor C Lusty proposed extension of the meeting to 9.45pm, seconded Councillor C Elsmore.

306.
FOREST OF DEAN BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION – NEWSLETTER


Members noted that this newsletter is on file.

307.
BREAM HEALTH FORUM MINUTES


Members noted that these minutes had been received.

308.
NEWENT AREA LOCAL COUNCIL FORUM MINUTES


Members noted that these minutes had been received.

309.
WYE VALLEY AONB – NEWSLETTER


Members noted that this newsletter is on file.

310.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – STREET CLOSURE NOTICE – MUSIC FESTIVAL


Members noted that a copy of a street closure had been received for the Coleford Music Festival.

311.
MRS E LINDNER – RE SEAT AND PETITION


Mrs Lindner, on behalf of a number of residents in Sparrow Hill, had written requesting that the broken public seat outside her property be removed not repaired as it was a cause of nuisance to the neighbourhood. 

The clerk was instructed to advise Mrs Lindner that the repair and siting of the seat was currently under review and the residents’ concerns had been noted.

312.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – CORPORATE PLAN 2005/08 AND QUESTIONNAIRE


Members noted that a working party would complete the questionnaire.

313.
SAMINA SHAFAIT – STUDENT WITH QUESTIONNAIRE RE CCTV BENEFITS


The clerk was instructed to forward this letter to Mr Phil Jones, Forest of Dean District Council who would be able to complete the questionnaire.

314.
COPY LETTER – HIGHWAYS FROM NCH – COLLIES RE NEWLAND STREET


The Collies, NCH, had written to County Highways regarding the inadequate footpath from Newland Street to Coleford.


Members noted the contents of this letter and work on the footpath was to be commenced very soon by County Highways.

315.
AGE CONCERN RE FOREST OF DEAN MEALS – FUNDING APPEAL


Members acknowledged the contents of this letter and asked for it to be forwarded to the Town Councils donations meeting in December.

316.
CONTACT A FAMILY – RE FUNDING APPEAL 


Members acknowledged the contents of this letter and asked for it to be forwarded to the Town Councils donations meeting in December.

317.
MEMBERS REPORTS

In a written report Councillor J Marrott reported on funding issues as follows: -

Gloucestershire Market Towns Forum – the Forum is experiencing funding problems with cutbacks and delays in decision making.  Chasing funding has cost in excess of £3000 so far this year.

An Open Forum evening 4th March was attended by a representative of the Lottery Community Fund who informed the meeting that funding (due to a reduction in ticket sales) has been cut from £24M to £9M per annum.  He also explained how the system worked and how, by spending time (including contact with the funding office) the best possible case could be put forward to maximise the opportunity to win funds.

Gloucestershire Rural Community Council – Project Funding Event – the training in preparing plans for projects prior to applications being submitted was a very helpful and easily understood event.

Gloucestershire Dance Festival 2004 at Cheltenham, the event is now in its 17th year and involves 37 groups of dancers.  Funding for next years event is not yet available.

Dancing through the Dean 2004 – Forest of Dean District Council have allocated £1000 to assist with travel costs.  The Steering Group’s costs of £4,650 has to be raised centrally, whilst the total cost of the event is in excess of £11,000.

In a further report Deputy Mayor Councillor Mrs J Marrott referred to the meeting with Parish Councils and Forest of Dean District Council officers regarding funding of Mile End and Yew Tree Brake Cemeteries on which members had been updated earlier in the meeting.

Councillor J Shaw’s written report referred to the meeting held with members of the working group and the District Council regarding Newland Street public conveniences previously discussed as an agenda item in the meeting. 


Members agreed to extend the meeting until 10.00pm.

318.
IN COMMITTEE 


KING GEORGE V PLAYING FIELD


Resulting from the used needles found on the playing field, the Council’s insurers advised that daily checks to ensure the field was safe to use were necessary and that details of visits were to be logged.  This would then ensure the Councils insurance remained valid.  The clerk advised that R J Contracting were carrying out these inspections at a daily cost of £10 until either a contract is arranged or there is a change of circumstance.


The police had been informed and PC Andy Edwards is co-ordinating arrangements for daily police patrols in the area.  In addition Police Community Support officers, Shift officers and Rural Beat officers are also being used.  The District Councils Street Wardens are also making regular visits to the area.


The police had made a bid for the use of the mobile CCTV unit and also a bid for a plain-clothes unit to cover the area.


Councillor C Lusty advised that a specific car was visiting the Angus Buchanan Memorial Recreation Ground and that used syringes had also been found in the Recreation Grounds.


Councillor Mrs S Merrikin advised that under ROSPA guidelines all risks need to be managed by using the ‘reasonableness’ test.  All evidence of risk management must be fully documented and kept for 21 years.


Members discussed the need for all organisations using the recreation ground to work together to deal with the problems and a meeting to be arranged to include the Police and PC Bob Lloyd.


Councillor N Penny advised that he was attending a one to one meeting with One Stop shop management to discuss issues regarding the Music Festival weekend to avoid a repetition of last year’s problems.  Members were happy for Councillor Penny to raise issues on behalf of the Town Council.

319.
ACCOUNTS

2229 Coleford Partnership – publicity




400.00

2230 Coleford Partnership





          5000.00

2231 D A Thornton – 2004 Events Leaflets




100.00

2232 Central Plumbing and Installations – Water heating KGV

  35.00

2233 D J Atherley – travelling expenses




    8.40

2234 OfficeStar – stationery






128 99

2235 British Gas







110.56

2236 R J Contracting – KGV






  94.00

2237 Forest of Dean District Council – Linkline alarm


  33.61

2238 Ernest Heal & Sons – Coleford Cemetery bins



  35.25

2239 C Bath Settlement – Rent April – June



          3231.25

2240 Central Plumbing and Installations – leak and shower head KGV
  65.00

2241 Ernest Heal & Sons – grave preparation



970.00

2242 RBS Software Solutions – payroll – Jan – March


  52.88

2243 Whitehouse Press Ltd – Events leaflets




681.00

2244 V G Mitchell – salary 





          1132.33

2245 C Wilkins – salary






771.52

2246 Inland Revenue – deductions – March




238.57

2247 GCC – Pensions







401.76

2248 J A Marrott – travelling expenses




  28.20

2249 Central Plumbing and Installations – new downpipe – office

  46.00

2250 R J Contracting – Field checks





164.50

2251 npower – Town Centre






291.56

2252 Petty Cash







  50.00

2253 Shane Ball Gardening Services – March



193.67

2254 Coleford Carnival of Transport – donation


          1100.00

2255 Switched On – Music Festival – donation


          3200.00

2256 Gloucestershire Media – public notice




  65.57

2257 P G Gibbs – re set Town Clock – Summertime 


140.00

2258 Guy White – bus shelter cleaning




  40.00

2259 F J Thomas – bus shelter cleaning




  90.00

2260 Mrs E Roberts – bus shelter cleaning




  30.00

2261 Mrs C Grail – bus shelter cleaning




  30.00

2262 Forest of Dean District Council – contribution – Newland Street      4250.00

INCOME

High Interest Account

10/03/04 Gross Credit Interest





203.81

15/03/04 Norwich Union Preference 





  36.52

29/03/04 Norwich Union Monthly Income




  10.11

Current Account

04/03/04 Ernest Heal & Sons (Comley)




  40.00

11/03/04 Ernest Heal & Sons (Powell)




  40.00

18/03/04 Ernest Heal & Sons (Powles)




330.00

22/03/04 Sundry Credit M E Damsell (Quirk)



100.00

  There being no other business, the Deputy Mayor closed the meeting at 10.03pm.
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